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end of the fourth week of classes, a 25 percent refund, will 
be issued. 
   The transcript of a student who officially withdraws after 
the Drop/Add period and before the end of the eighth 
week of the term will reflect a ‘WI’ for each course.   
   The transcript of a student who stops attending the 
University without officially withdrawing from the University 
will reflect an ‘FO’ grade for each course.   
   A student may appeal the deadline for a late withdrawal 
(from all courses) by submitting the Appeal to 
Drop/Withdraw form. A withdraw after the deadline will be 
approved only in the following exceptional circumstances:  

• Death of a student or immediate family member 
(parent, spouse, child, sibling). Death certificate 
required.  

• Involuntary call to military service. Copy of orders 
required.  

• Illness of student of such severity or duration to 
preclude completion of courses. Confirmation by 
a physician required.  

The deadline to submit appeals is six months after the 
end of term in which the course was taken.  
The student must provide appropriate documentation. 
Upon approval of the appeal, course instructors will 
designate whether the student was passing or failing the 
courses at the time of the appeal to withdraw. A ‘WP’ 
grade indicates the student withdrew from classes with a 
passing grade. A ‘WF’ grade indicates the student 
withdrew from the classes with a failing grade. The ‘WF’ 
grade is calculated in the student’s term and cumulative 
GPA. The deadline to submit this appeal is six months 
after the end of the term in which the course was taken. 
 
RETURN OF FINANCIAL AID POLICY 
 
Federal regulations mandate that the Financial Aid Office 
complies with the Return to Title IV Funds policy in which 
any student who drops all courses or officially withdraws 
before completing 60% attendance for the semester, may 
be liable to repay a portion of the Title IV aid that was 
disbursed. Title IV funds include the following financial aid 
programs: ACG, SMART, Pell, SEOG, Perkins Loan, 
Subsidized and Unsubsidized Stafford Loans, and PLUS 
Loans. The amount of the return is based on formulas 
established by the U.S. Department of Education. For 
additional information regarding the Return of Financial 
Aid Policy view the complete policy through the Financial 

id webpage. A
 
GRADING SYSTEM 
 
Grade                                            Points Per Credit Hour 
A            4.00 
A-            3.67 
B+            3.33 
B            3.00 
B-            2.67 
C+            2.33 
C            2.00 
C-            1.67 
D+            1.33 
D            1.00 
D-            0.67 
F Failure           0.00 
F0 Failure based on non-attendance            0.00 
P Satisfactory (Pass)           N/A 

IN Incomplete1           N/A 
W Withdrew by appeal           N/A 
WI Withdrew from University           N/A 
WP Withdrew from University after  

deadline with passing grade N/A 
WF Withdrew from University after  

deadline with failing grade           0.00 
AU Audit           N/A 
DR Dropped Course           N/A 
DP Dropped after deadline with passing  

grade                   N/A 
DF    Dropped after deadline with  

failing grade                  0.00 
EM Examination                   N/A 
1IN is only a temporary symbol. It will revert to the default 
grade after two consecutive terms.  
Note: All courses for which a student is officially registered 
at the end of the Drop/Add Period and for which a Letter 
Grade, a ‘DF’, or a ‘WF’ is received are calculated in the 
GPA. 
 
HOW TO CALCULATE A GRADE-POINT-
AVERAGE (GPA) 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated for all students.  
GPAs are calculated only for grades earned at FIU.  
  There are two types of GPAs: Semester and Cumulative. 
The semester GPA is calculated using the courses taken 
in the semester in question. The cumulative GPA is a 
summary of all FIU courses taken over that student’s 
career. Remember, when a student’s career changes (i.e., 
undergraduate to graduate), the GPA calculation begins 
anew. Transfer course grades are not included in any 
GPA calculations. To calculate a GPA, one must know the 
course grade, the course credits or semester hours 
associated with that course, and the values associated 
with each grade assigned. See the Grading System list 
above for "Points Per Credit Hour" values. 
  To calculate a GPA, first multiply the number of course 
credits/semester hours for each course by the grade point 
values associated with the grade received in that course. 
Then add all of those totals together and divide that sum 
by the total number of course credits/semester hours. For 
a semester GPA use all regularly graded courses in that 
semester (plus P/F courses in which an F or U was 
earned), and for the cumulative GPA use all courses. Do 
not average semester GPAs in order to calculate the 
cumulative GPA. 
Note: All GPAs are rounded to two decimal points. 
Note: on the Grading System list above, some grades will 
not affect GPA, such as “P” (Satisfactory), “IN” 
(Incomplete) or “DR” (Dropped).  Thus, do not include the 
credits for such graded courses in the calculation. 
    Here is an example of semester GPA calculation:  

 
Calculating a Semester GPA 

Course Grade 
Course 
Credits 
Attempted 

Points 
Per Credit 
Hour 

Points 
Per 
Course 

ENC 1101  B 3.0 x 3.00 = 9.00
MAC 2147 B+ 4.0 x 3.33 = 13.32
BSC 1010 A- 3.0 x 3.67 = 11.01
BSC 1010L A 1.0 x 4.00 = 4.00
AMH 2041 C 3.0 x 2.00 = 6.00
ARH 2050 F 3.0 x 0.00 = 0.00
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